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Church in Waiting 
 

Year B ~ Advent Week 1 
 

Enriched and Strengthened 
 

1st Corinthians 1:3-9 
  
Focus Statement 
 

L:  We are awake and strengthened, because Jesus Christ through the word 
gives all the various gifts necessary for the church as it waits for his 
revealing. 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 1 
 

L:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
You call all nations to walk in your light 

and to seek your ways of justice and peace, 
for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. 

Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 
 

The first Advent Candle is lighted. 
 

Hymn:   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
 God fulfills the promise. 

L:  Rouse us from sleep, 
that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 
and welcome him into our hearts and homes, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 

C:  Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
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1st Corinthians 1:3–9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind — 6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you — 7so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Advent Longing 
by W.S. Beattie 

These are the greedy days. 
It used to be 

That Advent was a longing fast, 
A time to feel our need 

in faith and tingling hope 
And keen-eyed looking forward. 

Now, we cannot wait 
But day by day and week by week 

We celebrate obsessively 
Clutching at Christmas. 

When at last it comes, 
The day itself, 

Our glass is empty. 
We have held the feast 

Already, and the news is stale 
Before it ever reaches us. 

We cheat ourselves. 
Yet – somehow – still we hope 

In these spoiled days 
That there may be a child. 

 


 

L:  The church in waiting is enriched and strengthened by Christ.  
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While we wait, Paul assures us in 1 Corinthians that Christ will enrich and 
strengthen the church in the power of the Spirit. 
 

In these intense days of waiting, we want God to rip open the heavens and 
fix all of earth problems, all of our problems.  But God is more patient with 
us than we are with ourselves.  Our Savior sees our suffering, and also sees 
our failures, our apathy, even our hard-heartedness.  Rather than hurtling 
full force into our fragile world, Christ comes gently, to bring healing, and 
hope. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who has not left us lacking 
in any spiritual gift, who shapes the whole creation, who comes with 
might and mercy, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen. 
 

L: Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

L: Faithful God, 
C:  We confess that we have been unfaithful to you.  Like dry leaves 
and withered grass, our lives are blown about by our sins and the 
powers of evil around us. 
 

Restore us, O God; let the light of your face shine on us, and we shall be 
saved.  Amen. 
 

L: God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance.  In the name of  Jesus Christ, I bring you this good news: 
You are free from all that imprisons you; your sins are forgiven; God 
heals your broken hearts.   
Live in peace and harmony as you wait for the day of God. 

C:  Amen! AMEN! 
 
Sending Prayer 

 

L: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us 
blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
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Benediction 
 

L: May the strengthening God, God of testimony, God poured out on 
us, wake you up, gift you, enrich you, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Hymn:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 embracing all things far and nigh: 

 in strength and beauty come and stay; 

 teach us your will and guide our way.  

 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

 


