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“There is no condemnation  

for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus  

has set you free from the law of sin and of death.” 
 

 
 

“And he told them many things in parables,  
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.” 

. . . . But as for what was sown on good soil,  
this is the one who hears the word  

and understands it,  
who indeed bears fruit and yields,”” 



The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Organ Prelude 

Welcome and Reminder of the Season 

Hymn 376   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 



Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.      Philippians 1:2 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before him.      Habakkuk 2:20 
Thanks be to God!! 
We begin our worship reciting words from Psalm 95 in 
what we call the Venite. 
Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with 
thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  
For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the 
sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever.  Amen. 

The Office of Morning Prayer 
The hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 
such the Father seeks to worship him.  John 4:23 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.  Amen. 
Let us pray. 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who 
call upon you, and grant that they may know and 



understand what things they ought to do, and also may 
have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 119 and we will 
say it in unison. 
Psalm 119:105-112:  Lucerna pedibus meis 
Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
and a light upon my path. 
I have sworn and am determined * 
to keep your righteous judgments. 
I am deeply troubled; * 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
and teach me your judgments. 
My life is always in my hand, * 
yet I do not forget your law. 
The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
for ever and to the end. 
 
 



The First Lesson is a reading from Romans: 
Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set you free from the law of sin and of death.  For God 
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 
do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so 
that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit.  For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit.  To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God.  
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.  But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



We will say together Canticle 11. 
Canticle 11 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, *  
    and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 
For behold, darkness covers the land; *  
    deep gloom enshrouds the peoples.  
But over you the Lord will rise, *  
    and his glory will appear upon you.  
Nations will stream to your light, *  
    and kings to the brightness of your dawning.  
Your gates will always be open; *  
    by day or night they will never be shut.  
They will call you, The City of the Lord, *  
    The Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *  
    ruin or destruction within your borders.  
You will call your walls, Salvation, *  
    and all your portals, Praise.  
The sun will no more be your light by day; *  
    by night you will not need the brightness of the 
moon.  Amen. 

The Gospel Lesson for today comes from the Gospel of 
Matthew. 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  
And he told them many things in parables, saying: 



“Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 
away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them.  Other seeds fell on good soil 
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!” 
“Hear then the parable of the sower.  When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a 
person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away.  As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing.  But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 
and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another 
thirty.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 



Hymn 627    “Lamp of our feet, whereby we trace” 

 
The Sermon      Father Jim Seipel 
The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  



    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Let us pray the prayer our Lord, himself taught us when 
he said: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 



The Prayers of the People, Form VI 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for 
those who are alone. 
For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 
oppression. 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, 
and the needy. 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek 
the Truth. 
For Michael our Presiding Bishop, John and Diane our 
Bishops; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation 
and for all those on St. Paul’s prayer list. 

(A period of Silence is kept.  Please add your petitions 
and thanksgivings, silently or aloud.)   
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 



We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a 
place in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven 
and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, 
and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
Let us pray. 
A Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance 
of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: Give us 
this day such blessing through our worship of you, that 
the week to come may be spent in your favor; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Collect for Peace 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know  
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: 
Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our 
enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may 
not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
Collect for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  



your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of 
our life we may not forget you, but may remember that 
we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your 
unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to 
all whom you have made.  We bless you for our 
creation, preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life; but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory.  And, we pray, give us such an awareness 
of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in 
holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all 
ages.  Amen. 
And we say together the Prayer of St. Chrysostom: 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication 
to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 



together in his Name you will be in the midst of 
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come 
life everlasting.  Amen. 
Additional prayers as needed. 
Let us bless the Lord!! 
Thanks be to God!! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 
evermore.  Amen.     Corinthians 13:14 
Hymn   “Almighty God, your word is cast” 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Postlude 


