
Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Welcome! 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
Today we remember the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan by 
John the Baptist.  The Christmas season, which celebrates the 
revelation of God through Christ, reaches its fulfillment with today’s 
commemoration.  The baptism of Christ is described in all four 
Gospels, and marks the beginning of his public ministry.  It is a day 
in which we also remember and celebrate our own baptism, as we 
welcome the newly-baptized and renew and reaffirm our own 
baptismal promises.



St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ:  January 12, 2020 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II  
The people stand as they are able. 
Opening Hymn    Blessed be the God of Israel    Blue Hymnal 444 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 



Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Gloria in excelsis 
Hymn S-280 



The Collect of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the 
River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and 
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are 
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they 
have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
The people are seated. 
The First Lesson  Isaiah 42:1-9 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in 
whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations.  He will not 
cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a 
bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning 
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice.  He will not grow faint or be crushed until he 
has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his teaching.  Thus says God, the Lord, who 
created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who 
gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it:  I am the Lord, I have called you in 



righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept 
you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a 
light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness.  I am the Lord, that is 
my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
idols.  See, the former things have come to pass, and 
new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I 
tell you of them. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Psalm 29 Afferte Domino 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  Antiphon 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of 
glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  Antiphon 



He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice 
of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  Antiphon 
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 
And in the temple of the Lord * 
all are crying, “Glory!”       Antiphon 
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.  

 Antiphon 
The Second Lesson                              Acts 10:34-43  
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 



We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
The people stand, as you are able. 
Gospel Hymn   Christ, when for us you were baptized  Blue Hymnal 121 



Matthew  3:13-17 The Holy Gospel 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for 
it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, 
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the 
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The people are seated. 
Sermon                                             Pastor Jim Fuller

 
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows     
The people standing, as you are able. 
Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew 
your commitment to Jesus Christ? 



I do 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again.  He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you 
fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 



I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News 
of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 
keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  Amen. 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  
Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of 
creation.  Through it you led the children of Israel out 
of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise.  In 
it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 



Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, 
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  We thank 
you, Father, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are 
buried with Christ in his death.  By it we share in his 
resurrection.  Through it we are reborn by the Holy 
Spirit.  Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 
faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Now sanctify this 
water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born 
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior.  To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
The congregation is sprinkled with baptismal water. 

Hymn at the Asperges       Sing praise to our Creator,      Blue Hymnal 295



The Prayers of the People 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael, our 
Presiding Bishop, and John and Diane, our Bishops, 
and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word 
and Sacraments. 

For Donald, our President, and Gavin, our Governor, 
and for all who govern and hold authority in the 
nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the 
earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief 
or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest, especially Josephine 
Alvarez; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 



In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we Pray for the Anglican 
Church of Australia. 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for 
Congregations:  Church of the Epiphany in Lincoln Park 
and Agoura Hills, and for Clergy:  Nancy Brown and Lili 
Bush. 
For the safety of the members of the Armed Forces of 
our nation on active duty especially Jose Figueroa, 
Casey Evans, and Jake Glenn. 

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for 
Pamela and Jordan Anderson, Steve and Julia 
Armitage, Karunyan and Ipamani Arul, and 
Jerrod, David, and Eva Borkes-Washington. 
We give thanks for prayers answered, and we pray for 
all those on St. Paul’s prayer list and for those whom 
we now name.   
(A period of Silence is kept.  Please add your petition 
and thanksgivings, silently or aloud.)   
We praise you for your saints who have entered into 
joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly 
kingdom. 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  Look 
graciously on your Church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this 



parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, 
who will care for our people and equip us for our 
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before 
we ask, help us to ask only what accords with your 
will; and those good things which we dare not, or in 
our blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
The Peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  
The Ministers and People greet one another in the 
name of Christ, then are seated. 
Welcome and Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
The Offertory   The people stand, as you are able. 



Presentation Hymn   The sinless one to Jordan came  Blue Hymnal 120 



The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People     And also with you. 
Celebrant     Lift up your hearts. 
People       We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People       It is right to give God thanks and 
praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have 
received us as your sons and daughters, made us 
citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit 
to guide us into all truth.  Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



Sanctus 

 Ho     -    ly,   ho - ly,     ho   -    ly  Lord, 

 God   of    power  and   might  heaven  and  earth  are 

 full of your glo – ry.  Ho -   san  -   na   in  the     highest. 

 Bless   -   ed  is  he  who    comes 

 In     the  name of the     Lord.  Ho - san - na  in  the 

 high   -   est.  Ho  -   san   -   na    in  the  highest. 

The people stand or kneel as you are able. 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and 
love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 



you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to 
you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 



of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 
of our salvation. 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are 
bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
Fraction Anthem 



The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
The Communion of the People 
The people are seated before and after receiving 
communion. 
All are welcome to receive the bread and wine made 
holy.  The table we set is the Lord’s.  When receiving 
the wine, please assist the Eucharistic Minister by 
guiding the cup to your lips.  If you choose not to 
receive the wine, please so indicate by crossing your 
arms on your chest.  You may also come forward for a 
blessing instead of communion, indicating this by 
crossing your arms when the hosts are being served. 
Post Communion Prayer 
The people stand. 
Let us pray.   
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have 
graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 
Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to 
love and serve you with gladness and singleness 
of heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Closing Hymn  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise     Blue Hymnal 135 



The Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love 
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia.  
Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

Please join us after the service in the Parish Hall 
for light refreshments and fellowship. 

Serving Us Today 

Pastor Jim Fuller and Father Jim Seipel 
Dan Royster, Music Director 

Steve Armitage, Verger 
Chris Gridley, Choir Director 

Lector:  8:00 am Jordan Anderson/10:30 am Dave Evans 
LEM:  8:00 am Marc Jeter/10:30 am Dave Miklos and Michael Mann 
Ushers:  8:00 am Mac Mendoza and Chuck Stansfield/ 
  10:30 am Anna Ryan and Mal Campbell 



Welcome Newcomers! 

We hope that you find St. Paul’s to be a place where God’s grace and love 
are evident.  We are happy that you joined us today for worship, and we 
hope that St. Paul’s will become your spiritual home.  Please sign our guest 
book and list your contact preference –address, phone, or email.  Please 
feel free to contact our Senior Wardens, Dave Miklos at 661-857-9372 or 
Fred Selles at 661-285-3904, if you would like to find out more about St. 
Paul’s, or if you have a spiritual or pastoral need. 

Announcements 
Sunday, January 12, 2020 

Coffee Hour:  Coffee hour for the 10:30 am service is hosted by Anna 
Ryan.  We have many upcoming dates available, and coffee hour is a great 
way to welcome our visitors.  If you would like to host or co-host a coffee 
hour, please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall. 

Altar Flowers:  If you would like to make a donation for altar flowers as a 
thanksgiving or memorial, a $25 donation is suggested for purchase and 
maintenance of our silk arrangements. A sign-up sheet is available in the 
Guild Hall. 

Presence Candle:  If you would like to donate a candle in celebration or 
as a memorial, please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall.  The 
suggested donation is $10.   

Wifi:  Wifi is available throughout the church.  The network name is 82B5P 
or 82B5P_EXT and the password is the office phone number (6619456704). 

Worship Reminder:  As a courtesy to those who wish to pray before 
services begin, please remember to keep our voices low and save our 
conversations for coffee hour. 

2020 Vestry 
Senior Warden—Fred Selles and Dave Miklos  Junior Warden—Candy Amos 
Buildings & Grounds—Dave Miklos Christian Education—Melissa Almarez 
   and Michael Mann  Communication—Anna Ryan 
Outreach/Stewardship—Marc Jeter Worship—Dan Royster 
Parish Growth—Steve Armitage Parish Life—Candy Amos 



Bulletin PDF’S:  Each week the PDF version of the bulletin is available for 
download.  With this version, you get the entire bulletin including the 
hymns for use from your tablet or phone.  If you would like to receive the 
PDF version, please email the church office and you can be added to our 
email list. 

Discretionary Sunday:  Today is Discretionary Sunday.  All un-allocated 
funds placed in the alms basin will be given to the Parish Discretionary Fund 
which will be administered by the Warden’s until a new priest is in place. 

Valentine’s Mystery Brunch:  St. Paul's ECW will be hosting a 
"Valentine's Mystery Brunch" on Saturday, February 15th at 11 a.m. in the 
Guild Hall.  Tickets are $10 per person and will be available on Sundays 
until sold out, seating is limited.  See Chris Gridley, Candy Amos, or Berta 
Miklos to buy your ticket early so you won't miss out on the fun. 

Facebook Page:  We have a new Facebook page for St. Paul's.  To find 
our page, search "@episcopalchurchlancaster" using the Facebook search 
option.  Please "Like" our page and you will get notifications through 
Facebook when we post new information.  The Facebook page is being 
maintained by Michael Mann if you have any questions. 

Annual Meeting:  Our Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, January 26th.  
We will have just one service that day at 9 am with a short break and then 
the meeting.  Annual reports from chairpersons of the various groups at St. 
Paul’s are due by January 21st.  Please try to get them to Leslie in the office 
in a timely manner (preferably in a digital format) as the preparation of the 
annual report is a work-intensive task.  Thanks for your help. 

Vince’s Fundraiser Night:  We will continue having our monthly 
fundraiser nights at Vince’s Pizza and Pasta on L and 30th West.  The next 
one will be on February 7th from 5-10 pm.  Head on over and make sure 
you mention St. Paul’s when you order. 

Birthday, Anniversary, and Special Prayers:  All birthday prayer 
donations made by putting money in the lighthouse will be donated to 
Penny Lane Family Centers in Lancaster. 



Gift Cards:  Gift cards are available for purchase between services and 
after the 10:30 service.  We have a wide selection of gift cards available for 
purchase today, and you are welcome to stop by the church office during 
regular office hours to purchase cards. 

Recycling:  Don’t forget to bring in your recyclables.  It is an easy way to 
help the church out financially.  We accept anything with California CRV and 
ink and toner cartridges. 

Day-by-Day:  The New Forward Day-by-Day for February through April is 
available for purchase in the Parish Hall for $1 each.  Please place your 
money in the envelope provided. 

Office Clipboard:  In the office hallway by the parish mailboxes is a box 
marked “Secretary.”  There is a clipboard with paper to leave notes for 
Leslie in regards to prayer list updates or anything else that may need to 
come to her attention.  You are also welcome to email the church office the 
information as well at stpaulslancaster@gmail.com. 

St. Paul’s Prayer List: 
Sharon Wilner, Rick Hernandez, Marilyn LaBarre, Lizzy Lamb, Dorothy Rawlings, Bill Rawlings, 
Joey Jeter, Eugene Borkes, Niko Messina, Theresa Borkes, Jennifer Faux, Robert Faux, Dory 
Thompson, Oscar Thompson, Jonathan Thompson, Marge Hulsizer, Gillian Young, Ray Cissna, 
Michael Lathouwers, Jimmy and Erin Trejo, Mary-Ann Martinez, Anna-Marie Turner, Stephanie 
Okafor, Chelsea Okafor, Vivian Okafor, Veronica Okafor, Adam Logan, Randy Blazier, Richard 
Morris, George and Nancy Takeda, Kristiana, Mike and Amity Johnson and Family, Diana 
Holeman, Vickie Wright, Melonie Williams, Joan Kinnon, Christy Hendrick, Jim Bennet, Randy 
Roberts, Representative John Lewis, and Barbara Penn. 

Military Prayer List: 
Jose Figueroa, Casey Evans, and Jake Glenn. 

Leslie Montesdeoca, Parish Secretary 
502 West Avenue K, Lancaster, California 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 8836, Lancaster, California 93539 
Church Office:  661-945-6704     Fax:  661-948-4584 

Email:  stpaulslancaster@gmail.com 
Website:  www.saintpaulslancaster.org 

Office Hours: Tues – Thurs 9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., 
Fri 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 



This Week at St. Paul’s 

Sunday, January 12  8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Discretionary Sunday 

Monday, January 13  Office Closed 

Tuesday, January 14 Office Hours 9-2 
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting 

Wednesday, January 15 Office Hours 9-2 

Thursday, January 16 Office Hours 9-2 

Friday, January 17  Office Hours 9-1:30 

Saturday, January 18 Office Closed 

Sunday, January 19 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

The Lessons for next Sunday, January 19, 2020 
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 49:1-7  Psalm 40:1-12  1 Corinthians 1:1-9  John 1:29-42 




