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Church in Waiting 
 

Year B ~ Advent Week 3 
 

Waiting and Preparing 
 

Thessalonians 5:16-24 
  
Focus Statement 
 

L:  Like John the Baptist, we are called to repent and proclaim Christ as we await 
his coming. 
 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 3 
 

L:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would blossom 

and waters would break forth in the wilderness. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
 

Three Advent Candles are lighted. 
 

Hymn:   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 
 for the King of glory. 
 

L:  Strengthen our hearts 
as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. 

May he give water to all who thirst, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 

C:  Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
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1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  
19Do not quench the Spirit.  20Do not despise the words of prophets, 21but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

Magnificat of Acceptance 
Sister Mary Francis, P.C.C. 

 

My soul trembles in the presence of the loving Creator 
and my spirit prepares itself to walk hand in hand 
with the God who saves Israel 
because I have been accepted by God 
as a simple helpmate. 
 

Yes, forever in the life of humankind 
people will sing of this loving encounter; 
through remembering this moment, the faithful 
will know all things are possible in God. 
 

Holy is the place within me where God lives. 
God's tender fingers reach out from age to age 
to touch the softened inner spaces of those 
who open their souls in hope. 
 

I have experienced the creative power of God's embracing arms 
and I know the cleansing fire of unconditional love. 
I am freed from all earthly authority 
and know my bonding to the Author of all earthly things. 
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I am filled with the news of good things; 
my favor with God, 
faithful trust in the gentle shadow of the Most High, 
the mystery or my son, Jesus, 
the gift of companionship with my beloved kinswoman, 
Elizabeth. who believes as I believe. 
 

The place in my heart that I had filled 
with thoughts of fear and inadequacy 
has been emptied and I am quiet within. 
God comes to save Israel, our holy family, 
remembering that we are the ones who remember, 
... according to the kinship we have known ... 
remembering that we are the ones who remember 
and that where God and people trust each other 
there is home. 
 


 

L:  The church in waiting is called prepare the way of the Lord.  
 

To wait effectively the church cannot be passive about bringing about the kingdom 
of God.  Neither can the church be arrogant by proclaiming that the vision and 
understanding of any one church tradition has the last word on what needs to be 
done in the world to prepare the way.  The process of preparing the way begins 
with the church sanctifying itself.  We, the people of the church are invited to 
examine ourselves, and to prepare ourselves by adopting the way of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  To sanctify itself the church must be filled with the graciousness, 
compassion, love, and forgiveness that comes from Christ. 
We are waiting Lord, show us the way. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who calls us to repent through 
John and the prophets, who shapes the whole creation, who comes with might 
and mercy, who fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen. 
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Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

L:  Faithful God, 
 

C:  We confess that we have been unfaithful to you.  Like dry leaves and 
withered grass, our lives are blown about by our sins and the powers of evil 
around us.   
 

Restore us, O God; let the light of your face shine on us, and we shall be 
saved. Amen. 
 

L:  God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  
In the name of  Jesus Christ, I bring you this good news: You are free from 
all that imprisons you; your sins are forgiven; God heals your broken hearts.  
Live in peace and harmony as you wait for the day of God. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Sending Prayer 

 

L:  Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 
the words of your prophets that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to 
your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 

L:  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in  Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the 
Spirit.  Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to 
what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Hymn:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
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Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  
 

Refrain 
 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

 


