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Church in Waiting 
 

Year B ~ Advent Week 2 
 

Waiting and Anticipating 
 

Mark 1:1-8 
  
Focus Statement 
 

L:  The church is called to listen patiently to the proclamation of God’s 
promises through preachers and prophets regarding the patience of God 
as our salvation, so that all might come to repentance. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 2 
 

L:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord’s way 

for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
 

Two Advent Candles are lighted. 
 

Hymn:  Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

 let the light banish darkness. 

 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

 gently lead them homeward. 
 

L:  Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be a light shining in the darkness 
welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, 
for he is our light and our salvation. 

C:  Blessed be God forever.  Amen. 
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St. Mark 1:1-8 
 
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
 who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,'" 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was 
clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit." 
 

There Was a Time: An Advent Poem 
Father Joseph Breighner 

 

There was a time when there was no time, 
When darkness reigned as king, 
When a formless void was all that there was 

in the nothingness of eternity, 
When it was night. 
But over the void and over the night Love watched. 
There was a time when time began. 
It began when Love spoke. 
 

Time began for light and life, for splendor and grandeur. 
Time began for seas and mountains, for flowers and birds. 
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Time began for the valleys to ring with the songs of life, 
and for the wilderness to echo with the wailing of wind 
and howling of animals. 

And over the earth, Love watched. 
 

There was a time when time began to be recorded. 
A time when Love breathed and a new creature came to life. 
A new creature so special that it was in the image and likeness of Love 
Of Love who is God. 
And so man was born and the dawn of a new day shone on the world. 
And over man, Love watched. 
 

But there came a time when the new day faded. 
A time when man who was like God tried to be God. 
A time when the creature challenged the creator. 
A time when man preferred death to life and darkness to light. 
And so the new day settled into twilight. 
And over the darkness, Love watched. 
 

There was a time of waiting in the darkness. 
A time when man waited in the shadows, 
And all creation groaned in sadness. 
There was waiting for Love to speak again--for Love to breathe again. 
And kings and nations and empires rose and faded in the shadows. 
And Love waited and watched. 
 

Finally, there came a time when Love spoke again. 
A Word from eternity--a Word 
Spoken to a girl who belonged to a people not known by the world 
Spoken to a girl who belonged to a family not known by her people 
To a girl named Mary. 
And all creation waited in hushed silence for the girl's answer. 
And Mary spoke her yes. 
And Love watched over Mary. 
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And so there came a time when Love breathed again 
When Love breathed new life into Mary's yes. 
And a new day dawned for the World 
A day when light returned to darkness, when life returned to dispel death 
And so a day came when Love became man--a mother bore a child. 
And Love watched over Love – a Father watched His Son. 
 

And, lastly, there came a time when you and I became a part of time. 
Now is the time that you and I wait. 
Now we wait to celebrate what the world waited for. 
And as we wait to celebrate what was at one time,  

we become a part of that time 
A time when a new dawn and a new dream  

and a new creation began for man. 
And as a part of time, Love waits and Love watches over us. 
 

 


 

L:  God, we are waiting for you.   
 

We know you are coming to us.  But our anticipation is anxious, sometimes 
troubled.  Like John the Baptist we can be found crying out in the 
wilderness of our world.  Sometimes our believing is only half-believing.  
So, while we wait remind us that this is a time for repentance.  It is a time to 
clear the chaff from our lives and reorder our lives in such a way that 
nothing hinders us from waiting, and seeing. You are holy, gracious Lord.  
While we are waiting, help us be holy.   
 
Confession And Forgiveness 
 

L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who is patient with us, 
who shapes the whole creation, who comes with might and mercy, who 
fills the hungry with good things. 

C:  Amen. 
 

L:  Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. 
 

Silence for reflection 
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Faithful God, 
C:  We confess that we have been unfaithful to you. Like dry leaves and 
withered grass, our lives are blown about by our sins and the powers of 
evil around us.  Restore us, O God; let the light of your face shine on 
us, and we shall be saved. Amen. 
 

L:  God is patient, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance.  In the name of  Jesus Christ, I bring you this good news: 
You are free from all that imprisons you; your sins are forgiven; God 
heals your broken hearts.   
Live in peace and harmony as you wait for the day of God. 

C:  Amen. 
 

Sending Prayer 
 

L:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 
 

 
Benediction/Sending 

 

L:  Patient God, God of thousands of years, God poured out on us, 
restore your patience, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 
Hymn:   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
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4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.   
 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

 

 

 


